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Abstract. The physics of cosmic rays was intensively developed during the last century. Special attention has received during the last decade the subject of ultra high energy cosmic rays due to the controversy between the results of the HiRes and AGASA observatories and the puzzle that arises if the GZK limit is not observed. In this talk we review the subject of cosmic rays, first from a historical point of view, and then we focus on the high energy observatories: HiRes, AGASA and the Pierre Auger Observatory. After a brief description of these instruments, we present the first data of the Pierre Auger Observatory, and then we discuss the precision achieved so far as well as the expected one in the near future.
