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Proposed exercise 

12. We want to set-up a trigger to detect Z ! µ+µ� decays in pp collisions at LHC.
We have a low threshold (LT, pT >4 GeV) and a high threshold (HT, pT > 20 GeV)
single muon triggers. The e�ciencies of the two triggers for the muons coming from
Z decays are ✏(LT)=89.2%, ✏(HT)=62.1%. Determine the e�ciencies for triggering
on Z decays in the two configurations: (1) LT1 AND LT2, (2) HT1 OR HT2 .

13. The fraction of KL produced in e+e� collisions at the � peak interacting in the
KLOE calorimeter is approximately 5%. Determine the KL-lead cross-section, using
the following assumptions: The KLOE calorimeter is a single lead spherical layer 12
cm thick; the inner surface of the KLOE calorimeter is 2 m away from the e+e�

interaction region.

14. Consider the decay � ! ⌘� in the center of mass frame of the �. Calculate the energy
of the photon and the maximum and minimum energy of the photons in case the ⌘
decays in ��. We want to identify this decay looking at the inclusive radiative photon
spectrum from a sample of 106 � produced at rest. If we know that the combinatorial
photon spectrum in the energy region between 300 and 400 MeV is almost flat with
a number of events equal to 300 evts/MeV/104�, determine the energy resolution
required to observe with enough significance the searched decay.

15. Consider the parameters of the three accelerators:

• LHC: protons, R = 4.3 km, Emax = 7 TeV, TBC = 25 ns;

• LEP: electrons, R = 4.3 km, Emax = 100 GeV, TBC = 22 µs;

• DAFNE: electrons, R = 15 m, Emax = 500 MeV, TBC = 2.7 ns;

Evaluate for each accelerator the following quantities: the revolution frequency f ;
the number of bunches nb; the minimum value of the magnetic field Bmin required
to hold the particles in orbit. From the luminosity and current profile plots shown as
examples in the course slides, determine for DAFNE and LHC, the products �x ⇥ �y

16. Design a pp machine at
p
s = 40 TeV and L = 1036 cm�2s�1. Which values of �x

and �y are needed ? The following limits have to be respected:

• B < 5T

• N1, N2 < 1011/bunch

• TBC > 10 ns

17. Evaluate the maximum
p
sNN that can be obtained at LHC for Cu-Cu and Pb-Pb

collisions respectively.

18. Evaluate the value of
p
sNN for Au-Au collisions if the energy of the Au ions is 10.5

TeV. In case these collisions are done at RHIC for which value of the luminosity the
pile-up becomes of order 1 ? (RHIC circumference = 3.834 km, nb=111)

3



17/12/18 Methods in Experimental Particle Physics 2 

Proposed exercises 

In DAFNE operations for KLOE-2 experiment: 
 
Top-up injection 
2 mA injections at a rate of 2 Hz with 60% duty cycle 
Veto of KLOE-2 DAQ for 50ms at each single injection 
Dead time DAQ 4 µs 
Trigger rate ~ 8 kHz 
 
Determine DAQ inefficiency 
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5. The most updated values of the parameter µ = �/�SM for the Higgs boson from
ATLAS for the three main decay channels (in 2014) were:

µ�� = 1.55± 0.30

µZZ = 1.43± 0.37

µWW = 0.99± 0.29

Evaluate the compatibility among the three independent ATLAS results and calculate
the best overall estimate of µ from ATLAS. Then evaluate the compatibility with the
SM expectation (µ=1).

6. In the 2011+2012 LHC dataset (corresponding to about 25 fb�1), a sample of 2.24⇥105

tt events has been collected. We know that �(pp ! tt+X) is 177 ± 5 pb. How large
was the e�ciency for tt events assuming no background ?

7. We perform a cross-section measurement and obtain the following values: Ncand

=128, Nb = 14 ± 2, ✏ = 0.523 ± 0.002, Lint = 2.43 pb�1 ± 1.8 %: calculate the
resulting cross-section with its uncertainty. In case this is a measurement of e+e� !
⇡+⇡� at

p
s = 1 GeV, determine the value of the pion time-like form factor with its

uncertainty. The formula relating the cross-section to the form factor F⇡(s) is the
following:

�(s) =
⇡↵2

3s
�3
⇡|F⇡(s)|2

8. The Higgs boson production at a linear collider happens mainly through the reac-
tion e+e� ! ZH. If MH = 125 GeV, and the cross-section �(e+e� ! ZH,

p
s =

300GeV)= 220 fb, which value of luminosity do we need to get O(106) events in 1
year of data taking ? How many final states with two muons and two photons from
the Z ! µ+µ� and H ! �� simultaneous decays do we get in the same period ?
Evaluate the maximum and minimum photon energies from the Higgs.

9. Consider the reaction e+e� ! K+K� at a �-factory. Which fraction of events have
at least one kaon decaying within a sphere of R = 20 cm ? In which fraction of events
both kaons decay within the same sphere ?

10. The SM expected semi-leptonicKS charge asymmetry is 3⇥10�3. At Dafne we expect
to produce a sample of 1.2⇥109 tagged KSs. If the BR(KS ! ⇡e⌫)=BR(KS !
⇡+e�⌫)+BR(KS ! ⇡�e+⌫)=6.95⇥10�4 which error can we reach on the asymmetry
?

11. Which average instantaneous luminosity is required to improve by a factor 3 such an
uncertainty in one year of data taking (assuming a duty cicle of 50% and a tagging
e�ciency of 30%) ? [�(e+e� ! �)= 5 µb at the � peak].
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The values of the parameter µ=σ/σSM for the Higgs boson for the three main decay channels 
measured in 2014 by ATLAS were: 

Proposed exercise 
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Proposed exercise 

19. Consider the Higgs production (MH =125 GeV) at a pp collider at
p
s = 14 TeV.

Evaluate the interval in rapidity y and the minimum value of x for direct Higgs
production.

20. The VLHC program (Very Large Hadron Collider) proposes proton-proton collisions
at a center of mass energy between 40 and 50 TeV and a luminosity larger than
1035cm�2s�1, in a ring with a radius of 17.5 km. The project requires a time between
bunch crossings not smaller than 25 ns (as it is for LHC). How many bunches can be
put ? If we know that the total proton-proton cross-section at this energy is about 100
mb, evaluate the average value of the pile-up. Finally evaluate the minimum value
of x and the maximum value of y for the production of an Higgs boson (MH=125
GeV) and of a second exotic Higgs boson having a mass of 5 TeV.

21. Estimate the space resolution needed to discriminate the charge of 1 TeV muons with
3 detector layers in a B=1 T magnetic field with an overall lever arm of 5 m.

22. Estimate the time resolution needed to discriminate between muons and electrons of
the same momentum, 500 MeV/c with two detectors at a distance of 3 m.

23. Define the thickness (in cm) of a lead absorber for:

• E=10 GeV photons

• E=10 GeV muons

• E=10 GeV protons

24. Estimate the mass resolution required to observe a signal of J/ production if the
number of expected candidates is S=54 and the background per unit of mass is b =
13 MeV�1.

25. A high intensity pulsed proton beam is directed onto a target. Downstream the
target a magnet system sweeps away all the charged particles so that only neutral
particles reach the experimental region, namely photons and neutrons in the kinetic
energy range between 5 and 100 MeV. The detector is located 5 m from the target
and measures the Time of Flight of photons and neutrons. Draw schematically the
arrival time distribution of all the particles. If the repetition rate of the proton beam
is 10 MHz, determine the kinetic energy of the neutrons that can be confused with
the photons.

26. We study antiproton annihilations at rest in an hydrogen target and we want to dis-
criminate the two processes pp ! ⇡+⇡� and pp ! K+K� . Calculate the momenta
of the pions and of the kaons and estimate the ratio of the rates of the two processes
(assuming only phase-space). Compare two possible systems to discriminate between
the two final states: one based on 3 stations in a 0.3 T magnetic field and one based
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The proton is a complex object done by “partons”: 
valence quarks / sea quarks / gluons 

 
s = (center of mass energy of interaction)2 

ŝ = (center of mass energy of elementary interaction)2 

e+e-: interactions btw point-like particles with √ŝ ≈ √s 
pp: interactions btw point-like partons with√ŝ << √s 

 

e- e+ 

p p 
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Parton-parton collision: a+b ! d+c. 

a,b = quarks or gluons; 
d,c = quarks, gluons, or 
leptons, vector bosons,…; 
x = fraction of proton 
momentum carried by 
each parton; 
ŝ = parton-parton c.o.m. 
energy = x1x2s (see later); 
 

Theoretical method: the factorization theorem  

Two ingredients to predict pp cross-sections: 
 ! proton pdfs (fa and fb) 
 ! σ  “fundamental process” cross-section€ 

dσ(pp→ cd) = dx1dx2 fa (x1,Q
2) fb (x2,Q

2)d ˆ σ (ab→ cd)
a,b
∑

0

1

∫

€ 
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parton-parton collisions – let’s define 
the relevant variables  
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�  Parton momentum fractions: x1 and x2 

� Assume no transverse momentum 
� Assume proton mass negligible 

�  Rapidity: I evaluate the “velocity” of the parton system in the 
Lab frame: 
�  It measures how fast the parton 
c.o.m. frame moves along z 

�  Relation between parton rapidity and each single x: 

p1 = x1P1 = x1
s
2
1,0, 0,1( )

p2 = x2P2 = x2
s
2
1,0, 0,−1( )

ŝ = p1 + p2( )2 = x1x2s

β =
pz
E
=

p1 + p2( )z
p1 + p2( )E

=
x1 − x2
x1 + x2

y = 1
2
ln E + pz
E − pz

=
1
2
ln1+β
1−β

=
1
2
ln x1
x2

x1 =
ŝ
s
ey

x2 =
ŝ
s
e−y



Rapidity limit for a resonance of mass 
M 
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�  Suppose that we want to produce in a partonic interaction a 
resonance of mass M then decaying to a given final state (e.g. 
pp!Z+X with Z!µµ. Limits in x and y of the collision ?
� Completely symmetric case: x1=x2=x 

� Maximally asymmetric case: x1=1, x2=xmin 

�  Z production at LHC, Tevatron and SpS 

x2 = M
2

s
; x = M 2

s
;ey =1; y = 0

x1 =1; x2 = xmin =
M 2

s
; ymax =

1
2
ln s
M 2

LHC (14 TeV) Tevatron (1.96 TeV) SpS (560 GeV) 

xmin 4.2x10-5 2.1x10-3 0.026 

ymax 5.03 3.07 1.82 



The x-Q2 plane 
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!  x – Q2 plane (Q2=M2=ŝ) c.o.m.  
energy of parton interaction. 

 LHC vs. previous experiments  
 showing where PDF are needed 
 to interpret LHC results. 

!  NB pp vs. ppbar  
ppbar ≈ qqbar collider 
pp ≈ gluon collider 

 

  



Variables for particles emerging from 
the collision 
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�  Rapidity y can be defined for any particle emerging from the 
collision. Let’s consider a particle of mass m, energy-momentum 
E, p and define the rapidity 

 
�  Pseudorapidity η: it is the rapidity of a particle of 0 mass: 

�  Transverse energy and momentum: 

�  General consideration: Energy and momentum conservation are 
expected to hold “roughly” in the transverse plane. This gives rise to the 
concept of missing ET 

�  We do not expect momentum conservation on the longitudinal 
direction. 

ET
2 = px

2 + py
2 +m2 = E 2 − pz

2 =
E 2

cosh2 y
; pT

2 = px
2 + py

2 = p2 sin2θ
€ 

η =
1
2
ln1+ β cosθ
1−β cosθ

→
1
2
ln1+ cosθ
1− cosθ

= −lntanθ
2

y = 1
2
ln E + pz
E − pz

=
1
2
ln1+β cosθ
1−β cosθ



Properties of the rapidity 
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�  Rapidity y can be defined for any particle emerging from the collision. Let’s 
consider a particle of mass m, energy-momentum E, p and define the rapidity 

�  Properties 
�  If we operate a Lorentz boost along z, y is changed additively (so that Δy the 

“rapidity gap” is a relativistically invariant quantity):  

�  If expressed in terms of (pT, y, φ, m) rather than (px,py,pz,E) the invariant phase-
space volume gets a simpler form: 

�  so that in case of matrix element uniform over the phase-space, you expect a 
uniform particle distribution in y and pT

2. 

y = 1
2
ln E + pz
E − pz

=
1
2
ln1+β cosθ
1−β cosθ

!y = y+ yb
yb = ln γb 1+βb( )"# $%

dτ = 1
2
dpT

2dydφ

(only for the restricted class of 
Lorentz transformations 
corresponding to a boost along the 
longitudinal z axis) 



Invariant mass and missing energy 
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�  The invariant mass of 2 particles emerging from the IP can be 
written in terms of the above defined variables 

10 47. Kinematics

and
= (ycm)max = ln(

√
s/m) . (47.44)

The invariant mass M of the two-particle system described in Sec. 47.4.2 can be
written in terms of these variables as

M2 = m2
1 + m2

2 + 2[ET (1)ET (2) cosh∆y − pT (1) · pT (2)] , (47.45)

where

ET (i) =
√

|pT (i)|2 + m2
i , (47.46)

and pT (i) denotes the transverse momentum vector of particle i.

For p ≫ m, the rapidity [Eq. (47.40)] may be expanded to obtain

y =
1

2
ln

cos2(θ/2) + m2/4p2 + . . .

sin2(θ/2) + m2/4p2 + . . .

≈ − ln tan(θ/2) ≡ η (47.47)

where cos θ = pz/p. The pseudorapidity η defined by the second line is approximately
equal to the rapidity y for p ≫ m and θ ≫ 1/γ, and in any case can be measured when
the mass and momentum of the particle are unknown. From the definition one can obtain
the identities

sinh η = cot θ , cosh η = 1/ sin θ , tanh η = cos θ . (47.48)

47.6. Transverse variables

At hadron colliders, a significant and unknown proportion of the energy of the incoming
hadrons in each event escapes down the beam-pipe. Consequently if invisible particles
are created in the final state, their net momentum can only be constrained in the plane
transverse to the beam direction. Defining the z-axis as the beam direction, this net
momentum is equal to the missing transverse energy vector

Emiss
T = −

∑

i

pT (i) , (47.49)

where the sum runs over the transverse momenta of all visible final state particles.

47.6.1. Single production with semi-invisible final state :

Consider a single heavy particle of mass M produced in association with visible
particles which decays as in Fig. 47.1 to two particles, of which one (labeled particle 1)
is invisible. The mass of the parent particle can be constrained with the quantity MT
defined by

M2
T ≡ [ET (1) + ET (2)]2 − [pT (1) + pT (2)]2

= m2
1 + m2

2 + 2[ET (1)ET (2) − pT (1) · pT (2)] , (47.50)
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Invariant mass and missing energy 
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�  The invariant mass of 2 particles emerging from the IP can be 
written in terms of the above defined variables 
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Invariant mass and missing energy 
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�  The invariant mass of 2 particles emerging from the IP can be 
written in terms of the above defined variables 

�  Non-interacting particles such as neutrinos can be detected 
via a momentum imbalance in the event. But since most of 
the longitudinal momentum is “lost”, the balance is reliable 
only in the transverse direction." Missing Transverse 
Energy  

!
/ET = −

!
ETk

k=1

Ncl

∑ −
!pTi

i=1

Nm

∑
!
ETk =

Ek cosϕk

sinhηk

x̂ + Ek sinϕk

sinhηk

ŷ

!
/ET



Example: W mass constraint: 
evaluation of neutrino direction
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http://vsharma.ucsd.edu/lhc/Baden-Jets-Kinematics-Writeup.pdf 



A detailed look at a p-p collision. What really happens ? 

(A)  “Real” proton-proton collision  
(pomeron exchange): 40% of the times 

p-p elastic scattering  
≈ 25% 

Single diffraction  
≈ 10% 

Double diffraction  
≈ 1% 

Central diffraction  
≈ 1% 

(B) Inelastic non-diffractive: 
60% of the times 

Where is the fundamental physics  
in this picture ? 
Among non-diffractive collisions 
parton-parton collisions. 
Signatures:   

 proton-proton collision  
   " “forward” 
 parton-parton collision  
   " “transverse” 17/12/18 Methods in Experimental Particle Physics 16 
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Starting from the ‘70s observation of jet production in  
e+e-, pp and ep collisions. QCD explanation (for e+e-): 

 e+e-!qqbar ! hadronisation results in  
two jets of hadrons if q (qbar) momenta >> O(100MeV) 

€ 

S =

3 pti
2

k=1

N

∑

2 pi
2

k=1

N

∑

2-jet events: qqbar or gg final state that hadronise in 2 jets  
 in back-to-back configuration; 

3-jet events: one hard gluon irradiation gives rise to an  
 additional jet (3jet/2jet is a prediction of pQCD) 

Several variables can be defined to discriminate “2-jet-like”  
 behaviour  wrt isotropic behaviour:  
 sphericity S  0<S<1 

Here, pti are the transverse momenta  
of all hadrons in the final state relative 
to an axis chosen such that the 
 numerator is minimised. (S=0 back-to-back, S=1 isotropic) 

Jets - I 

NB: in low energy e+e- you see multi-hadrons not jets… 

(Jet model) 
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Jets - II 



Jets - III 
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Jet experimental definition: 
 based on calorimeter cells 
 based on tracks 
 ! quadri-momentum evaluated (E,p) 

Jet algorithms: 
 sequential recombination   
 cone algorithms 
 kT algorithms (against infrared divergences) 

 

€ 

R = Δη2 + Δϕ 2
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Two main methods to “tag” B-jets: 
1)  Displaced vertices 
2)  One or more leptons from semi-leptonic 

 decays. Leptons are not isolated. 



Heavy Ion collisions: the centrality 
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In heavy ion collisions we define  
the impact parameter b. 
b=0 or small " “central” collision 
b large " “peripheral” collision 
The “centrality” is a measure of b 

How can we experimentally measure  
the centrality of each event ? 
In a heavy ion collision many particles are  
produced, mostly in the forward region.  
" Total energy measured in the 
Forward detectors 
" Divide in “percentile” of centralities  



Centrality definition 

17/12/18 Methods in Experimental Particle Physics 23 

Centrality determination with ALICE ALICE Collaboration

1 Introduction
Ultra-relativistic heavy-ion collisions at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) produce strongly
interacting matter under extreme conditions of temperature and energy density, similar to those
prevailing in the first few microseconds after the Big Bang [1].

Since nuclei are extended objects, the volume of the interacting region depends on the impact
parameter (b) of the collision, defined as the distance between the centers of the two colliding
nuclei in a plane transverse to the beam axis. It is customary in the field of heavy-ion physics
to introduce the concept of the centrality of the collision, which is directly related to the impact
parameter, and inferred by comparison of data with simulations of the collisions.

The purely geometrical Glauber model [2], which typically is used in this context, has its ori-
gins in the quantum mechanical model for p–A and A–A scattering described in [3–5]. The
model treats a nuclear collision as a superposition of binary nucleon-nucleon interactions. The
volume of the initial overlap region is expressed via the number of participant nucleons. A
participant nucleon of one nucleus is defined as a nucleon that undergoes one or more binary
collisions with nucleons of the other nucleus. The number of participants and spectators, Npart
and Nspec = 2A�Npart, where A is the total number of nucleons in the nucleus (mass number),
and the number of binary collisions Ncoll are calculated for a given value of the impact parameter
and for a realistic initial distribution of nucleons inside the nucleus, and assuming that nucleons
follow straight trajectories. This approach provides a consistent description of p–A, d–A, and
A–A collisions, and is especially useful when comparing data from different experiments or
from different collision systems and to theoretical calculations.

Neither the impact parameter nor geometrical quantities, such as Npart, Nspec, or Ncoll are directly
measurable. Two experimental observables related to the collision geometry are the average
charged-particle multiplicity Nch and the energy carried by particles close to the beam direc-
tion and deposited in Zero-Degree Calorimeters (ZDC), called the zero-degree energy EZDC.
The average charged-particle multiplicity is assumed to decrease monotonically with increas-
ing impact parameter. The energy deposited in the zero-degree calorimeters, EZDC, is directly
related to the number of spectator nucleons Nspec, which constitute the part of the nuclear vol-
ume not involved in the interaction. However, unlike Nch, EZDC does not depend monotonically
on the impact parameter b because nucleons bound in nuclear fragments with similar magnetic
rigidity as the beam nuclei remain inside the beam-pipe and therefore are not detected in the
ZDC. Since fragment formation is more important in peripheral collisions, the monotonic re-
lationship between EZDC and b is valid only for relatively central events (small b). For this
reason, the zero-degree energy measurement needs to be combined with another observable
that is monotonically correlated with b.

The centrality is usually expressed as a percentage of the total nuclear interaction cross section
s [2]. The centrality percentile c of an A–A collision with an impact parameter b is defined by
integrating the impact parameter distribution ds/db

0
as

c =
R b

0 ds/db0 db0
R •

0 ds/db0 db0
=

1
sAA

Z b

0

ds
db0

db0. (1)

In ALICE, the centrality is defined as the percentile of the hadronic cross section corresponding
to a particle multiplicity above a given threshold (NT HR

ch ) or an energy deposited in the ZDC

2
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interaction point. In the analysis at least two reconstructed tracks were required to form a ver-
tex within ±25 cm of the nominal interaction point along the beam line and within a radius
of 2 cm measured perpendicular to the beam relative to the average vertex position. Large-
multiplicity beam-background events were removed by requiring the compatibility of the ob-
served pixel-cluster lengths with the hypothesis of a PbPb interaction at the estimated vertex.
Finally, events containing beam-halo muons were eliminated by a timing requirement on the
BSC counters on opposite sides of the interaction point. The total event selection efficiency of
the minimum bias trigger for hadronic PbPb interactions was found to be (97 ± 3)% [15].

Events were sorted into different centrality classes. The centrality of heavy-ion interactions is
related to the number of participating nucleons and hence to the energy released in the colli-
sions. In CMS, the centrality is defined as percentiles of the energy deposited in the HF. The
most central/peripheral event class, i.e. (0–2.5)%/(70–80)% in this analysis, has a large/small
number of participants and a large/small energy deposit in HF. In order to estimate the mean
number of participating nucleons (hNparti) and its systematic uncertainty for each centrality
class, a Glauber model of the nuclear collision was used [16–18].

The data were corrected for detector acceptance and inefficiencies using correction factors
C(|h|) estimated from the HYDJET 1.8 [19] Monte Carlo (MC) event generator coupled to a
GEANT4 [20] CMS detector simulation. These correction factors were calculated as the ratio of
MC predictions at the particle level and the detector level for each centrality class. The correc-
tion factor C(|h|) ⇡ 1.6 for |h| < 2, falls to ⇡ 1.1 by |h| = 4 and then rises to 2 at |h| ⇡ 5. The
non-linearity of the calorimeter response and the effect of the magnetic field cause the C(|h|)
to depend upon the pT spectra, the ratio of charged and neutral particles, and the mixture of
mesons and baryons. The value of C(|h|) increases if the assumed spectra shifts to lower pT
or if the ratio of charged to neutral particles is larger. To estimate the systematic uncertainties
in C(|h|), two tunes of HYDJET (1.6 and 1.8) were used. HYDJET 1.8, hpTich = 0.66 GeV/c, was
tuned to LHC spectra and particle yields as measured by the ALICE collaboration [21] and
successfully tested against a wide range of RHIC data. HYDJET 1.6, hpTich = 0.57 GeV/c, was
only tuned to RHIC data [19]. At central pseudorapidity the fraction of ET carried by charged
pions, kaons, protons and antiprotons is 0.60 for HYDJET 1.6 and 0.62 for HYDJET 1.8. The re-
sults were cross checked using data taken with no magnetic field and in addition, for B = 3.8 T,
data from tracks with pT > 900 MeV/c were combined with energy clusters in the calorimeters
to identify different types of particles and measure their energy. Since muons and neutrinos
carry a negligible fraction of the total transverse energy and deposit almost no signal in the
calorimeters they are not considered in this analysis and no correction factors are applied to
account for them. The corrected transverse energy for N analyzed events is obtained as

dET

dh
(|h|) = C(|h|) ·

Âj ET,j(|h|)
N ⇥ (2 ⇥ Dh)

(1)

where the sum over j covers all calorimeters cells located within the h range Dh and ET,j is the
transverse energy measured in a particular cell j. Note that for this summation no threshold
is applied to the individual calorimeters cells. Several sources of systematic uncertainties were
studied and their effects are summarized in Table 1 and described below. Energy Scale: all
of the calorimeters were initially calibrated with test beam data and radioactive sources. For
the barrel and inner endcap calorimeters these calibrations were refined using isolated charged
hadrons whose momentum was reconstructed in the tracker. For the HF calorimeter the en-
ergy scale was cross-checked by reconstructing Z ! e+e� in pp collisions where either the
positron or the electron was recorded in the ECAL and tracker. Symmetry about h: for PbPb
collisions the corrected dET/dh should be symmetric about h = 0. The values of dET/dh for

1

The goal of relativistic heavy-ion collisions is to study the behavior of quarks and gluons under
extreme conditions of pressure, density, and temperature, such as those that existed shortly af-
ter the Big Bang. Similar conditions can be reproduced in the laboratory by colliding heavy nu-
clei at the highest possible energies. Experiments at the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider (RHIC)
have shown that at nucleon-nucleon center-of-mass energy of psNN = 200 GeV a strongly in-
teracting medium is produced. This system behaves as an almost perfect quantum fluid [1–4].
There are also indications from the RHIC experiments that at these energies the initial state of
the colliding nuclei may be a color glass condensate [1, 5, 6]. The presence of such a state may
affect the spatial distribution of partons within the nucleus, particularly at high pseudorapid-
ity [7, 8]. Measuring the distribution of transverse energy over a wide pseudorapidity range
sheds light also on the longitudinal expansion of the system. In 2010, the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC) accelerated heavy ions to energies 14 times higher than RHIC in order to produce matter
at energy densities never achieved before. One of the basic measurements in this new regime
is that of the energy distribution of all the produced particles, which is connected to the initial
energy and entropy densities of the produced matter. At lower energies, the measured rapidity
distributions of particles are generally well described by Gaussians. The widths of these distri-
butions are consistent with the predictions of Landau hydrodynamics, i.e. sy =

p
ln g, where

g is the Lorentz factor of the colliding beams [9–13]. The rapidity variable, y ⌘ tanh�1(vz/c),
where vz is the velocity of the particle along the beam direction z, provides a way to describe
the longitudinal distribution of matter created in these collisions. Calorimeters measure only
the energy deposited at various angles and therefore the data are presented in terms of the dis-
tribution of energy in pseudorapidity, h. Pseudorapidity is defined as h ⌘ � ln[tan(q/2)], with
q the polar angle with respect to the z axis. When the momentum of a particle is larger than its
mass, its h ⇡ y.

The Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS) experiment is a general-purpose detector designed to
study hadron collisions at the TeV scale [14]. In particular, it has almost hermetic calorime-
try that is sensitive to the distribution of energy over nearly the complete angular range. The
transverse energy is defined by ET = Âi Ei sin qi, where Ei is the energy seen by the calorimeter
for the ith particle, qi is the polar angle of particle i, and the sum is over all particles emitted
into a fixed solid angle in an event. The quantity dET/dh is an approximately Lorentz invari-
ant measure of the energy distribution. The transverse energy is studied as a function of the
geometry of the collision, i.e. the centrality, of the heavy-ion interaction. Finally, comparisons
are made with lower energy data and theoretical models.

The central feature of the CMS apparatus is a superconducting solenoid, of 6 m internal diam-
eter, providing a magnetic field of 3.8 T. Within the central field volume are the silicon pixel
and strip trackers, lead-tungstate crystal electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL) and the brass-
scintillator hadron calorimeter (HCAL). These calorimeters are physically divided into the bar-
rel and endcap regions covering together the region of |h| < 3.0. The Hadronic Forward (HF)
calorimeters cover |h| from 2.9 to 5.2. The HF calorimeters use quartz fibers embedded within
a steel absorber. The CMS tracking system, located inside the calorimeter, consists of pixel and
silicon-strip layers covering |h| < 2.5. A set of scintillator tiles, the Beam Scintillator Counters
(BSC), are mounted on the inner side of the HF calorimeters to trigger on heavy-ion collisions
and reject beam-halo interactions. In addition, two Zero Degree Calorimeters (ZDC) are used
for systematic checks. For more details on CMS see [14].

In 2010, CMS recorded PbPb collision data corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 7.36 µb�1

of which 0.31 µb�1 were included in this analysis. This luminosity selection provided a data
sample with negligible statistical uncertainties. Minimum bias inelastic PbPb collisions were
selected by requiring that either the HF or BSC counters detected a signal on both sides of the
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Method: assign to each event a 
centrality given by the percentile 
region where the event goes.  


